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Sweet  Briar  Institute 


History. — In  November,  1900,  Mrs.  Indiana  Fletch- 
er Williams,  of  Amherst  county,  Va.,  died,  leaving  the 
bulk  of  her  estate — a  sum  amounting  to  nearly 
$800,000 — for  the  purpose  of  founding,  within  the 
State,  a  school  or  college  for  the  education  of  young 
women.  The  general  plan  and  design  of  the  founder, 
and  the  liberal  terms  on  which  her  bequest  was  made, 
may  be  gathered  from  the  following  extracts  from  her 
will,  probated  November  23,  1900 : 

"13th.  I  bequeath  the  residue  of  my  estate,  whatso- 
ever and  wheresoever  it  may  be  situated,  unto  the  Eight 
Eeverend  A.  M.  Randolph  (who  is  the  Bishop  of  the 
Southern  Diocese  of  Virginia),  the  Eeverend  T.  M. 
Carson,  of  Lynchburg,  Ya. ;  Stephen  E.  Harding,  of 
Amherst  county,  Va.,  and  the  Eeverend  Arthur  P.  Gray, 
of  Amherst,  Va.,  and  the  survivors  or  survivor  of  them, 
as  trustees,  upon  the  trust  and  with  the  powers  and 
duties  hereinafter  specified — ^that  is  to  say : 

"1.  I  direct  the  said  trustees  forthwith  after  my  de- 
cease to  procure  the  incorporation  in  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia of  a  corporation  to  be  called  the  'Sweet  Briar  In- 
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stitute/  such  corporation  to  be  created  by  due  proce.ss 
of  law,  either  under  the  general  laws  relating  to  the 
formation  of  corporations,  or  by  a  special  charter  to  be 
obtained  from  the  Legislature  of  Virginia.  The  said 
corporation  shall  be  formed  for  the  object  and  with  the 
power  of  establishing  and  maintaining  within  the  State 
of  Virginia  a  school  or  seminary  for  the  education  of 
white  girls  and  young  women,  and  shall  be  clothed  with 
capacity  to  take  by  deed  or  will,  by  gift  or  purchase, 
and  to  hold  real  estate  and  personal  property.  Its  af- 
fairs shall  be  managed  by  a  board  of  seven  (7)  direc- 
tors, who  shall  have  the  power  to  fill  vacancies  in  their 
number,  and  the  first  Board  of  Directors  shall  be  named 
and  appointed  by  the  trustees  herein-above  named. 

"2.  Immediately  upon  the  formation  and  organiza- 
tion of  such  corporation  the  said  trustees  shall  grant  and 
convey,  and  I  hereby  give  and  devise  the  said  real  estate 
and  personal  property  last  above  described  to  the  said 
corporation,  to  have  and  to  hold  the  same  unto  it  and 
its  successors  forever,  upon  the  conditions  and  upon  the 
purposes  hereinafter  declared,  which  it  shall  accept  and 
assume,  namely :  The  said  corporation  shall,  with  suit- 
able dispatch,  establish  and  shall  maintain  and  carry 
on  upon  the  said  plantation  a  school  or  seminary,  to  be 


known  as  'Sweet  Briar  Institute/  for  the  education  of 
white  girls  and  young  women.  It  shall  be  the  general 
scope  and  object  of  the  school  to  impart  to  its  students 
such  education  in  sound  learning,  and  such  physical, 
moral  and  religious  training  as  shall,  in  the  judgment 
of  the  directors,  best  fit  them  to  be  useful  members  of 
society. 

"I  desire  that  the  school  shall  be  made  self-support- 
ing, so  far  as  practicable,  but  it  is  my  hope  that  the 
board  of  directors  may  be  able,  from  the  income  placed 
at  their  disposal,  to  establish  free  scholarships,  afford- 
ing free  tuition  and  maintenance  for  a  limited  number 
of  deserving  students,  which  scholarships  shall  be 
awarded  under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  the  board 
may  provide." 

The  same  section  further  provides  that  the  Sweet 
Briar  and  the  St.  Angelo  lands,  over  twenty-five  hundred 
acres  in  all,  shall  be  inalterably  held  for  the  purposes 
of  the  school. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  will,  the 
trustees  obtained  a  charter  from  the  General  Assembly 
early  in  1901  and  incorporated  into  it  the  section 
quoted  above.  Immediately  after  the  granting  of  the 
charter  they  proceeded  to  organize  the  Board  of  Direc- 
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tors,  electing  the  following  members:  The  Eight  Rev- 
erend A.  M.  Eandolph,  the  Eeverend  T.  M.  Carson,  the 
Eeverend  Arthur  P.  Gray,  Stephen  E.  Harding,  the 
Eeverend  Carl  E.  Grammer,  Dr.  J.  M.  McBryde,  Judge 
Legh  R.  Watts. 

Policy. — At  their  first  meeting,  held  in  March,  1901, 
for  the  purpose  of  organization,  the  Board  of  Directors 
adopted  the  following  paper,  briefly,  but  clearly,  out- 
lining the  future  policy  of  the  school : 

"TJntrammeled  by  State  or  denominational  control, 
or  by  the  testamentary  directions  of  a  will,  and,  there- 
fore, relieved  of  the  necessity  of  bidding  for  popular 
favor  through  the  employment  of  adventitious  or  tem- 
porary expedients,  it  is  the  declared  wish  and  purpose 
of  its  Board  of  Directors  to  give  such  shape  and  scope 
to  the  Sweet  Briar  Institute  as  will  make  it  a  worthy 
monument  to  the  liberality  of  its  founder  and  the  first 
among  the  establislmients  for  female  education  in  the 
State  and  the  South.  Believing  that  it  would  be  unwise 
for  the  new  institution  to  enter  upon  fields  of  educa- 
tional activity  already  fully  occupied,  or  to  come  into 
unnecessary  competition  with  existing  seminaries  of 
learning,  it  is  our  desire  to  have  it  take  possession  of  a 
territory  hitherto  overlooked  and  neglected.     In  the 
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North  the  demand  for  collegiate  instruction  for  women, 
fully  equal  in  character  and  grade  to  that  offered  the 
men  by  such  institutions  as  Harvard,  Princeton,  Co- 
lumbia and  Yale,  has  resulted  in  the  foundation  of  Vas- 
sar,  Wellesley,  Smith  and  Bryn  Mawr.     In  the  West 
and  the  South  the  demand  for  the  better  equipment 
of  women  for  the  practical  vocations  of  life  has  led  to 
the  establishment  of  several  excellent  normal  and  in- 
dustrial schools  exclusively  for  girls.    But  nowhere,  to 
our  knowledge,  has  the  attempt  been  made  harmonious- 
ly to  combine  in  one  institution  the  best  features  of 
these  two  classes  of  schools.     Holding  that  such  com- 
bination is  neither  impossible  nor  impracticable,  but 
rather  that  industrial  training  can  be  made,  if  only  a 
safe    equilibrium    be    provided    for,    to    supplement, 
strengthen  and  enrich  the  intellectual,  it  is  our  resolve 
that  the  Sweet  Briar  Institute  shall  attempt  this  new 
line  of  educational  effort.     Standing  for  a  policy  and 
work  distinctively  and  peculiarly  its  own,  it  will  offer 
to  the  young  women  of  the  South  carefully-formulated 
courses  of  study  leading  to  degrees,  of  high  grade  and 
proper  adaptation  to  the  needs  and  capabilities  of  the 
female  mind — some  literary   and  some   scientific — and 
along  with  them  thoroughly  practical  training  in  cer- 
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tain  artistic  and  industrial  branches  of  knowledge — the 
two  lines  of  work  so  arranged  and  co-ordinated  that  the 
choice  of  any  one  of  the  four  years'  courses  will  carry 
with  it  the  election  of  a  given  number  of  the  practical 
branches.  These  courses,  of  necessity  few  in  number 
at  first,  will  be  added  to  as  the  growth  and  development 
of  the  institution  may  call  for  them,  and  experience  dic- 
tate their  character  and  scope.  The  specification  and 
formulation  of  these  courses  must  await  the  future  ac- 
tion of  the  board,  when  it  can  have  the  assistance  and 
advice  of  the  president  and  faculty  to  be  elected  later 
on." 

BoAED  OF  Directors. — With  its  self -perpetuating 
board,  a  feature  rare  even  among  our  best  colleges  and 
universities,  the  school  is  relieved  from  all  danger  of 
political  influence,  and  the  directors  are  free  to  shape 
their  own  policy  and  work.  The  present  members  of 
the  board  are  able  and  representative  men,  well  known 
in  the  State  and  in  the  South. 

Its  president.  Eight  Eeverend  A.  M.  Eandolph,  D. 
D.,  LL.  D.,  is  the  Bishop  of  the  Diocese  of  Southern 
Virginia.  Eev.  C.  E.  Grammer,  D.  D.,  is  rector  of 
Christ  Church,  ISTorfolk,  Va.,  and  was  for  several  years 
a  professor  in  the  Virginia  Theological  Seminary.    Eev. 


A.  P.  Gray  is  rector  of  Ascension  Church  at  Amherst, 
Virginia,  and  was  formerly  Superintendent  of  Schools 
for  Prince  William  county,  Va.  J.  M.  McBryde,  Ph.  D., 
LL.  D.,  is  president  of  the  Virginia  Polytechnic  Insti- 
tute, at  Blacksburg,  Va.,  and  was,  at  the  time  of  his 
acceptance  of  his  present  position,  president  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  South  Carolina.  L.  E.  Watts,  Esq.,  is  gen- 
eral counsel  to  the  Seaboard  Air  Line  Eailway,  and  was 
at  one  time  judge  of  the  Corporation  Court  of  Ports- 
mouth, Va.  N.  C.  Manson,  Jr.,  Esq.,  is  a  member  of 
the  Lynchburg  bar  and  City  Attorney.  He  is  also  vice- 
president  of  the  National  Exchange  Bank  of  Lynch- 
burg. 

Government. — As  the  founder  was  an  Episcopalian 
herself,  it  was  not  unnatural  that  she  should  have 
chosen  the  trustees  from  that  denomination,  but  she 
made  no  conditions  in  her  will  as  to  the  religious  policy 
of  the  institution.  The  directors  themselves  intend  to 
place  the  school  upon  a  broad  and  liberal  basis,  and  have 
already  given  evidence  of  their  unbiased  views  by  se- 
lecting Mr.  N.  C.  Manson,  a  Presbyterian,  to  fill  the 
first  vacancy  in  their  number — caused  by  the  death  of 
Dr.  Carson — and  by  the  selection  of  non-Episcopalians 
as  farm  superintendent  and  as  secretary  and  treasurer. 


Both  in  its  policy  and  in  its  governing  board,  the  in- 
stitution will  thus  be  non-sectarian  and  non-denomina- 
tional. 

Buildings. — A  harmonious  and  attractive  scheme  of 
buildings  and  of  grounds  (as  may  be  seen  from  draw- 
ings and  photographs)  has  been  chosen.  The  plans 
were  designed  by  one  of  the  most  brilliant  firms  of 
American  architects,  whose  designs,  submitted  lately,  in 
competition  with  the  best  architects  in  the  Union,  have 
been  accepted  for  the  improvements  to  be  made  at  West 
Point,  involving  millions  of  dollars.  The  style  is  early 
colonial,  and  the  buildings  are  to  be  of  red  brick  with 
white  trimmings.  There  will  be  two  quadrangles — 
one  residential,  to  consist  of  eight  dormitories,  a  refec- 
tory and  a  chapel;  and  one  academic,  containing  the 
academic  building  proper,  the  art  building,  the  library, 
science  hall,  industrial  building  and  gymnasium.  These 
buildings  will  be  connected  by  lofty,  handsome  arcades, 
running  round  all  sides  of  the  quadrangles  and 
opening  out  upon  gently-sloping  terraces,  set  off  by  pa- 
vilions and  balustrades.  Steam  heat,  electric  light  and 
water  will  be  introduced  into  all  of  the  buildings.  In 
the  dormitories  the  rooms  will  be  arranged  in  suites — 
two  bedrooms  and  a  sitting-room — so  as  to  secure  to 
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each  student  greater  quiet  and  privacy.  Each  dormi- 
tory will  be  provided  with  its  own  large  reception-room 
for  social  gatherings,  and  will  be  supplied  with  hot  and 
cold  baths  and  furnished  with  every  modern  conve- 
nience. Sweet  Briar  House,  the  home  of  Mrs.  Williams 
until  her  death,  a  large  and  handsome  colonial  mansion, 
containing  thirty  rooms,  will  be  used  as  the  administra.- 
tive  building.  The  spacious  parlors  will  be  reserved  for 
public  reception-rooms,  and  bedrooms  will  be  set  aside 
for  the  accommodation  of  visitors.  In  a  beautiful  grove 
of  oaks  and  hickories  adjacent  to  the  academic  quad- 
rangle, separate  professors'  houses  will  be  erected,  and 
an  infirmary  placed  at  a  convenient  distance  among  the 
trees.  The  neighboring  St.  Angelo  mansion,  with  its 
well-kept  lawn,  the  former  home  of  Mrs.  Williams'  sis- 
ter, situated  on  a  hill  overlooking  the  institute  grounds, 
will  be  converted  into  the  president's  house. 

Plant. — A  large  and  fertile  farm,  well  stocked  with 
cattle  and  in  charge  of  an  experienced  superintendent, 
a  kitchen  garden,  orchards,  a  cold  storage  and  cream- 
ery, ice-houses  and  a  steam  laundry,  will  render  the 
institute  independent  and  self-supporting.  Already  the 
refectory,  two  dormitories,  and  an  academic  building, 
with  connecting  arcades,  pavilions  and  terraces,  are 
rapidly  approaching  completion. 


II 


Geounds. — The  grounds  surrounding  the  school, 
about  three  thousand  acres  in  extent,  are  owned  by  the 
institution,  and  are  under  its  entire  control,  so  that 
there  can  be  no  danger  of  intrusion,  no  fear  of  crowding 
or  encroachment  from  without,  and  no  need  to  confine 
the  students'  walks  within  the  narrow  limits  of  a  college 
campus.  At  least  six  hundred  acres  will  be  set  apart 
for  parks,  lawns  and  recreation  grounds.  On  all  sides, 
within  easy  reach,  are  virgin  forests  of  oak,  hickory, 
poplar  and  pine,  affording  opportunity  for  pleasant,  re- 
tired walks  and  for  the  undisturbed  study  of  nature. 
Among  the  woods  close  to  Sweet  Briar  House  a  charm- 
ing little  lake,  a  half-mile  long,  shaded  with  overhang- 
ing beeches  and  willows  and  indented  with  numerous 
bays,  has  been  made,  on  which  the  students  may  enjoy 
skating  in  winter  and  boating  and  fishing  in  the  spring 
and  autumn.  Wide,  sloping  lawns  of  rich  blue  grass 
lead  up  to  the  Sweet  Briar  House,  half  hidden  among 
the  spreading  oaks,  fir  trees  and  high  hedges  of  well- 
trimmed  box.  The  trees,  lawns  and  grounds  surround- 
ing the  house  represent  a  full  century  of  constant 
growth  and  careful  attention,  and  resemble  the  well- 
kept  estate  of  some  English  country  gentleman.  The 
whole  place  is  pervaded  with  an  air  of  peacefulness,  re- 
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tirement   and   refinement,  with  which  the   scheme   of 
buildings  is  in  perfect  hamiony. 

Sweet  Briar  House. — The  interior  of  Sweet  Briar 
House  is  in  keeping  with  the  exterior — lofty  halls,  long 
corridors  and  spacious  rooms  filled  with  rich  old  mahog- 
any furniture  and  rare  curios  gathered  from  every 
quarter  of  the  globe.  Almost  every  corner  bears  some 
touching  memorial  of  Mrs.  Williams'  only  daughter, 
Daisy,  who  died  at  the  early  age  of  seventeen,  and  in 
memory  of  whom  the  school  was  founded. 

Surroundings. — With  such  surroundings  and  with 
such  an  atmosphere,  there  could  scarcely  be  imagined  a 
more  fitting  location  for  a  woman's  college. 

Situated  among  the  Blue  Eidge  Mountains,  fourteen 
hundred  feet  above  sea  level,  the  school  is  in  a  healthful 
and  invigorating  climate,  neither  too  severe  in  the  win- 
ter nor  too  enervating  in  the  spring  and  autumn.  The 
mean  winter  temperature  is  36,  and  in  the  spring 
and  fall  the  mercury  seldom  rises  above  70.  From  the 
crest  of  the  college  hill,  the  view  is  extensive  and  beau- 
tiful; the  splendid  range  of  the  Blue  Eidge  stretches 
away  in  full  sight  for  nearly  a  hundred  miles,  and  the 
nearer  wooded  hills,  rising  above  the  college  grounds, 
afford  still  more  striking  glimpses  of  the  surrounding 
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country.  Paul's  Mountain,  only  a  half-mile  distant  in 
a  direct  line,  is  a  part  of  the  Sweet  Briar  property,  and 
on  its  slope,  far  above  the  highest  college  building,  is 
the  reservoir  of  pure  mountain  water. 

Location. — The  school  is  located  on  the  main  line  of 
the  Southern  Eailroad,  ten  miles  from  Lynchburg  (a 
railway  centre  and  one  of  the  principal  cities  of  the 
State),  and  only  a  few  hours'  run  from  Washington, 
with  several  daily  through  trains  each  way,  so  that  it  is 
convenient  to  students  from  every  section  of  the  Union. 
A  fine  macadam  road  leads  through  noble  woods  to  the 
railway,  three-quarters  of  a  mile  distant,  where  the  col- 
lege has  its  own  station,  post  office,  express  office,  tele- 
phone and  telegraph  communication;  and  an  excellent 
highway  connects  the  institution  with  Amherst,  the 
county  seat,  two  and  a  half  miles  away.  Thus,  though 
independent,  self-supporting  and  sheltered  from  outside 
interference,  the  college  can  keep  in  close  touch  with 
the  world. 

Standards. — ^It  is  the  purpose  of  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors to  make  the  requirements  of  admission  and  gradua- 
tion high — fully  equal  to  those  at  Vassar,  Bryn  Mawr 
and  the  other  Northern  colleges  of  first  rank — and  to 
maintain  a  strict  standard  of  work  and  scholarship. 
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Courses  of  Instruction. — There  will  be  undergrad- 
uate course  leading  to  the  baccalaureate  degrees  in  lite- 
rature and  science,  special  advanced  course  for  teach- 
ers, and  graduate  courses,  with  research  work,  leading 
to  the  master's  and  doctor's  degrees.  Thorough  courses 
in  music,  art  and  in  the  industrial  branches,  with  prac- 
tice rooms,  studios  and  well-equipped  laboratories,  will 
be  provided,  so  arranged  as  not  to  supplant,  but  to  sup- 
plement, the  literary  studies.  The  intention  of  the  di- 
rectors, as  expressed  in  their  preliminary  announce- 
.  ment,  is  to  combine  harmoniously  literary  and  scientific 
studies  with  "thoroughly  practical  training  in  certain 
artistic  and  industrial  branches  of  knowledge.^' 

Faculty. — In  the  choice  of  the  faculty,  the  board 
wiU  proceed  with  deliberation,  and  will  endeavor  to  se- 
lect teachers  and  instructors  of  recognized  ability  and 
experience. 

Opening. — It  is  hoped  that  the  school  will  be  ready 
to  open  its  doors  by  the  beginning  of  the  fall  term  of 
1905.  Though  the  institute  will  be  necessarily  limited 
at  first  both  in  the  size  of  its  faculty  and  in  the  num- 
ber of  its  pupils,  the  directors  intend  to  make  the  work 
thorough  and  to  build  upon  a  sure  foundation. 
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Advantages. — To  students  from  the  South,  the  col- 
lege will  offer  a  training  peculiarly  suited  to  their  needs 
and  to  the  social  conditions  in  which  they  have  been 
reared;  and  to  all  young  women,  from  whatever  sec- 
tion they  may  come,  the  institution  will  furnish  a  well- 
rounded  college  education,  preparing  them  for  teaching, 
fitting  them  for  business  professions  and  qualifying 
them  for  a  more  useful  life  in  the  home.  With  a  well- 
equipped  corps  of  professors  and  carefully-arranged 
courses  of  study,  with  its  admirable  location,  its  beau- 
tiful surroundings,  its  atmosphere  of  repose  and  refine- 
ment. Sweet  Briar  possesses  exceptional  advantages, 
and  should  fulfill  the  wish  of  the  directors  to  make  it 
a  worthy  monument  to  the  liberality  of  its  founder. 
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